The Two Sudans: Some Aspects of the South
question for nine chiefs out of ten to express themselves
in Arabic on any deep-felt matter. English is the language
of higher education as the local vernacular is of the lower.
It is to education more than to any repressive action
on our part that we must look for the eradication of
witchcraft, which is universal, a commonplace of native
life and leads to more homicides than any other cause.
A woman hails a passing lad and asks him to bring her
back a grindstone which she has lent to a neighbour.
He does so, is next day taken til and dies. There is no
doubt in anybody's mind, probably not in hers, that she
has tilled him, even though unwittingly, and she must
pay compensation. A man sees another walking round
his sheepfold and taking a lizard from a tree and placing
it near the pen. A week or two later one of his children
and some of his animals die ; and he accuses him of magic
and murder to the native court. The court, mindful
perhaps of our attitude to these things, decides that there
is no cause of complaint. He broods on his grievance for
a month or two and then one morning goes out, finds his
man asleep and smashes his skull in with his axe. If it
were confined to the professional anti-social sorcerer who
makes use of his powers for extortion and terrorisation
the thing would be simpler ; he is not popular, in the
old days was frequently killed and there are sections of
the Penal Code which fit his case. But quite ordinary
people, particularly lonely old women, are constantly
coming under suspicion ; and it is noteworthy that persons
accused of witchcraft nearly always admit it. In a
different category is the spirit doctor. He has a definitely
social, sometimes semi-official position, whose business it
is to cure bodily and spiritual ills. He is equivalent to
the general practitioner at home. If it were not that he
is on occasion required to smell out some unknown author
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